Direct contrast-enhanced magnetic resonance lymphangiography in the diagnosis of persistent occult chylous effusion leak after thoracic duct embolization.
Thoracic duct embolization (TDE) is currently the technique of choice for chylothorax refractory to medical management. Diagnosis and treatment of persistent lymphatic leakage after an initially successful TDE are complicated by inadequate imaging to localize the nidus of the lymphatic leak. Traditional imaging modalities including nuclear medicine lymphoscintigraphy, magnetic resonance lymphangiography, and fluoroscopic lymphangiography lack spatial resolution and dynamic physiologic real-time evaluation. We report a contemporary imaging technique using direct contrast-enhanced magnetic resonance lymphangiography to diagnose an occult chylous leak after TDE.